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Yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus) is a restricted aquatic invasive species in Wisconsin.  Yellow iris was first recorded in Lake Owen, Bayfield County in 2017.
In June 2019, there were 19 sites verified as having yellow iris present (figure 1).  These areas were marked with logger’s tape and mapped using GPS coordinates.  An herbicide (glyphosate) was applied in August 2019 targeting yellow iris.
Figure 1
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In June, 2020 (when yellow iris was blooming), the treatment sites were evaluated to determine the effectiveness of the herbicide.  Table 1 summarizes the results.  Figure 2 shows sites and the results.






Table 1
	Treatment Site
	Observed, estimated reduction
	comments

	Y1
	100%
	good results

	Y2
	100%
	good results

	Y3
	100%
	good results

	Y5
	100%
	good results

	Y7
	90+%
	good results but 2 plants remained…missed?

	Y9
	100%
	good results

	W19
	100%
	good results

	W20
	100%
	good results

	W22
	100%
	good results

	W23
	100%
	good results

	BCYI1
	100%?
	about 6 plants (not certain yellow iris due lack of flower structures) remain in end

	BCYI2
	100%
	some minor effect on other herbaceous

	BCYI6
	100%
	good results

	BCYI7
	100%
	not treated; yellow iris remains; hasn't increased

	BCYI9
	100%
	some effects on other herbaceous

	WP154
	100%
	some minor effect on other herbaceous

	WP131
	100%
	other vegetation killed including woody shrubs

	WP130
	100%
	other vegetation killed including woody shrubs

	WP129
	100%
	other vegetation killed including woody shrubs











Figure 2:  Map of yellow iris treatment and results.
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Discussion
The use of glyphosate on the yellow iris in Lake Owen was successful at killing this invasive plant.  A few plants remain, which appear to have been missed on the end of a patch of iris.  There were some side effects (killing of non-target species) at a few sites.  The northern most location (points WP129,130,131 and W20) had extensive death of other species including woody shrubs (see photo).  Most of the treatment sites had limited adverse effects and successfully eliminated the yellow iris.
Example of non-target plants appear killed by herbicide
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If future treatments are warranted, care should be taken to apply with minimal drift, maybe even “paint” yellow iris with herbicide (or some other adjusted method to reduce damage to non-target species).  Many areas of yellow iris observed have the native blue flag iris adjacent.  The goal is the target the invasive plant only and not adversely affect the non-target, native plants.
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